Methacton Curriculum
Writing Process




What are Standards?

e Educational standards are benchmarks that define what students
should know and be able to do by specified grade levels.

* The Pennsylvania Department of Education requires under Chapter 4
of the PA School Code of 1949 that school districts within
Pennsylvania align curriculum to state standards.

* If national standards are more rigorous, schools within Pennsylvania
have the option to align curriculum with national standards, as long as
the state standards are also being addressed.

* Math and ELA are referred to PA Core Standards

e All others are referred to PA Academic Standards



http://www.education.pa.gov/Pages/default.aspx#tab-1
https://www.pdesas.org/Page/Viewer/ViewPage/11
https://www.pdesas.org/Page/Viewer/ViewPage/11

Math Standards

Mathematical Standards: Development and Progression
Standards for Mathematical Practice
Make sense of problems and persevere in solving them. Reason abstractly and quantitatively.
Construct viable arguments and critique the reasoning of others. Model with mathematics.
Uise appropriate tools sirategically. Aitend to precision.
Look for and make use of struciune. Look for and express regularity in repesied reasonin
Prek | K 1 . 3 4 5 6 | 7 | B | H5
(A) Counting &
Cardinality
2.1 (D) Ratios and
Numbers and (B) Numbers and Operations in Base Ten Proportional [FEI Ll
Operations Relationships M
(C) Numbers and Operations —
Fractions (E) The Number System
a2 (A) Operations and Algebraic Thinking (B) Expressions and Equations | (D) Algebra
Algebraic
Concepts (C) Functions
23
Geometry (A) Geometry
2.4
Measurement, . o
e (A) Measurement and Data (B) Statistics and Probability
Probability




ELA Standards

PA Core Standards
English Language Arts & Literacy

T

Foundational Skills Reading Readin Writing Speaking &
Informational _ g Develops the skills of Listening
A necessary Literature informational, Focuses students
component of an Text argumentative, and on communication
effective, Enables students to Enables students to narrative writing as skills that enable
comprehenswe read, understand, and read, understand, well as the ability to critical listening and
re.adlng program respond to and_ respond to engage in evidence effective
dzsiemes 1o clevelop informational texts. literature. based analysis of text presentation of
proficient readers. and research. ideas.

—> Appendix A: Text exemplars illustrating complexity, quality, and range of reading appropriateness
—> Appendix B: Annotated samples of student writing at various grades
—> PA Core — Reading and Writing for Science and Technical Subjects 6-12
—> PA Core — Reading and Writing for History and Social Studies 6-12
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Mapping Assessments for Frequency and Function

Finals and State and other
end of course  Standardized
Annually Benchmark 25S€SSMents  Assessments
Assessments
Interim
Common End of Unit 4 Types of
Assessments  Tests AsSEssment.
Weekly o Diagnostic
e  Summative
. - « Formative
Daily Exit Tickets ~ Homework e Benchmark
Hourly uestioning

Guide Understand Understand effectiveness Determine effectiveness
Instruction individual leamers of instruction of curriculum and institution




The MSD Curriculum Review Cycle

- oy JAN21 | JUL21 | JAN22 | JUL22 | JAN23 | JUL23 | JAN24 | JUL24 | JAN25 | JUL25 | JAN 26 | JUN 26
JUN21 | DEC21 | JUN22 | DEC22 | JUN23 | DEC23 | JUN24 | DEC24 | JUN 25 | DEC25 | JUN 26 | DEC 26
Mathematics . . : : .
Business, FCS, Tech Ed, Media Research/ Assess Develop/Write/Identify Implementation Review Monitor/Evaluate | R/A
Music and Ad Monitor/Evaluate | R h/A Develop/Write/Identi Implementati Revi M/E
T Monitor/Evaluate | Research/Assess evelop/Write/Identify mplementation eview /
Science R Monitor/Evaluate Research/ Assess Develop/Write/Identify Implementation R
World Language i - .
Social Studies : . .
8 D/W/I I/R Monitor/Evaluate Research/ Assess Develop/Write/Identify |
Counseling
English Language Arts
2 gu 2 Dev/Write/Identify Implementation Monitor/Evaluate Research/Assess | Dev/Write/Ident
ELD, Library
Stage 1 Stage 2 Stage 3 Stage 4 Stage 5
*Establish Steering *Identify Curriculum Writers *Share pacing guides *Review implementation *Evaluate current program

*Monitor student
performance

*Research Professional Lit.
*Prepare Stakeholder Survey

7
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committee
*Perform Site visitations *Identify materials to
*Create Needs pilot/study

Assessment *Recommend approval of
*Develop Curriculum program

*Write using UbD template  *Implement w/Prof *Examine student data
Development *Revise assessments
*Create assessments *Extend DI activities




Understanding by Design -
The Backward Planning Model

Plan Backwards!

Based on the work of Grant Wiggins and Jay McTighe




What Is UbD?

*Integrating curriculum, instruction, and
assessment within a unit of study in any discipline

*A unit design template for beginning with the end
in mind

* A way to enhance meaningful understanding and
transfer of learning

N



Three Stages of Backward Design

1
gtad®
\ 1. Identify Desired |Whatis it that | want the
Results students to understand and
know and be able to do?
2. Determine How will I know that they know

Acceptable Evidence what | want them to know?

3. Plan Learning What do | need to do in the
Experiences classroom to prepare them for
the assessment?




Methacton Planned Course Template

Methacton School Distnct
Cumculum Template

Onie Crade Lawel

Time fromee

Stage 1 - Desired Results

PA Standards:
o What reievant goals wili this unit address”

Big Ideas:

Shade nty will wade rstamd shar

o What are the big ideas”

o What specific understandings about them are
sired?

o What misunderstandings are predictabie’

Essential Questions:

o Whart provocative questions will foster inguiry,
understanding, and trangfer of leaming?

Concepts:

Sheckenty will beow thar

o What key inowledge wiil students acquive az a
result qf this unir”

o What conceprual understandings will students
acquire”

Competencies:

Stderty will b able . (VERBN)

o What should they eventuaily be able 1o doas a
resuir qf such inowledge and skiil”

Academic Vocabulary:

o Whar termz must students know in order 10
understand the mstruction’

Differentiation:

o How will teachers addres: diverse learners,
mciuding those with differing abiiities, iearning
styies, background inowiedge, first language,
ec.?

Stage 2 — Assessment Evidence

Summative Assessments:

o Through whar other evidence wili students
demonstran achievemenr of the desived resuits?

Formative Assessments:

o Whart checks for understanding will be used to
determine how students are progressing durmg
the iezsom or wnit of study’

Stage 3 — Suggested Learning Plan

Materials, Technology, Resources:

o Whar toois will students use while iearning?
(Note: The sextbook iz not the cwrricuium’)

Activities/Strategies:

o Whar acaivities/strategies work weli 10 heip
students understand and master thiz material®




Methacton Sample Planned Course Document

GRADE 3, Unit I and 2 The Lond and the Early People and Early Exploration
Timeframe: 4-6 Wesks

._I_.

Stage 1 — Desired Results

PA Standards:
o 3.1.3B Clazzify and anahvze fact and opmicn from multipls points of view, and secondary sources as
related to historical events.
« 3.1.3C Locate primmary and secondary sources for the ressarch and simmmarnize in writng the findings
» 3.33A Compare and conirast conumen charactenstics of the social, politieal, culbral and economic
groups in United States history.
o 3.53.5C Dafferentizte how comtimmity and change m 115, history a1a fopped and operate.
Common Core Standards:
» CC36A6-8E Usstechnology, includms the Infermnst, to produce and publish writng and prasent the
relationships betivean mformation and 1deas clearly and efficiantly.
o CC3469-10H Draw evidence from mformational tesxts to support analysis, reflection, and research.
s CCE56-2D Datermune the meanmg of words and phrazas az thev gremsad m 2 text, mohding
vocabolary specific to domaims relatad to history/social studies.
s (CC856-8.G Integrate visual information (a.g., i charts, praphs, photographs, videos, or maps) with
other information in print and digrtal tesxts.
o CCE59-10.C. Analvze in detail a zaries of events described in a taxt; determime whether earhiar avents
caused later ones or smmply preceded them.

Big Ideas: Ezzential Questions:
Students will undevstard that...
« How did natural rezcurces pupast people’s

» People amp ipflyenesd by the peography and Ires?
natural resources of whers they live. « How did zocizl dizagresment and

o Cultural diffsrances and compatition for land collzboration affect the developmant of The
led to conflicts among diffsrent groups of United States of America?
paople. + How do paople mierpret events differently”

# Various perzpectves have shapad
mierpretahions of events m history.

Concepts: Competencies:
Studerts will brow that ... Studerits will be able fo...
* TMative Americans established crvilizations, » TUnderstand the Natrve American tnibes” culturs
cultures, lived and prosperad m the Smenicas. and thair confributions to early Amencan nstory.
¢ Furopean Exploration came from a dezire to » Compare and comizast-Jiatpe American tribes.
find riches and =pread relimous behafs. » Facogmze the acchmations neaded to settlam a
¢ European Exploration led to the discovery of a TESLON.
“Maw Weorld ™ » FRacogmize the impertanca of Evropean
¢ Furopeans and Natrre Americans interacted. Exploration to the current day MNorth America
*  Vanons naceszities wath the halp of new » Develop an understanding of the Evropean
technologies and scientific understanding led conquests of the Americas meluding motrves,
to Evropean Exploration. techmelogy utihizad, obstacles, and

accomplishments.




Webb’s Depth of Knowledge

Draw Identify st
Define Label

Memorize
Calculate llustrate
Arrange Who, What, When, Where, Why Measure
State Name
Repeat Tabulate Report Infer
Use

Design

Tell
Recall Re(ognize QUOte
Recite

Categorize
Collect and Display

Connect

Identify Patterns
Synthesize Gr(a]ph _ Organize
assily Construct
Apply Concepts Level Describe Separate Modify
Four Explain Cause/Effect
» (S |nterpret . Predict
Critique Thinking) P Estimate me g
Lovel Compare Lol
eve Distinguish
Analyze Three Relate
(Strategic Thinking) Use Context Cues

Create Make Observations

Summarize

Show

Assess

. Develop a Logical Argument
Apprise Construct

Use Concepts to Solve Non-Routine Problems
Critique Compare
Explain Phenomena in Terms of Concepts

Formulate ) Investigate
Draw Conclusions
Hypothesize Differentiate

Cite Evidence

Revise

Prove




Next Steps....

* Once curriculum is written, resources such as textbook
and digital components are examined

* Field study or pilot materials, usually in the Fall/Winter

* Teachers, Curriculum Coordinators, Supervisors, and
Principals make recommendations using textbook
evaluation form (February/March)

* Textbook and resources are on review for public for 30
days prior to adoption (March/April)

* Budget approval process in June
* Implementation with Professional Development for staff

* Ongoing evaluation of curriculum with revisions to
assessments and resources as needed 7
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