
Methacton Curriculum
Writing Process



What are Standards?

• Educational standards are benchmarks that define what students 
should know and be able to do by specified grade levels. 

• The Pennsylvania Department of Education requires under Chapter 4 
of the PA School Code of 1949 that school districts within 
Pennsylvania align curriculum to state standards. 

• If national standards are more rigorous, schools within Pennsylvania 
have the option to align curriculum with national standards, as long as 
the state standards are also being addressed. 

• Math and ELA are referred to PA Core Standards 

• All others are referred to PA Academic Standards

http://www.education.pa.gov/Pages/default.aspx#tab-1
https://www.pdesas.org/Page/Viewer/ViewPage/11
https://www.pdesas.org/Page/Viewer/ViewPage/11
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Math Standards 



Appendix A: Text exemplars illustrating complexity, quality, and range of reading appropriateness 

Appendix B: Annotated samples of student writing at various grades
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PA Core Standards

English Language Arts & Literacy

PA Core – Reading and Writing for Science and Technical Subjects 6-12 

PA Core – Reading and Writing for History and Social Studies 6-12

ELA Standards 





The MSD Curriculum Review Cycle

*Establish Steering 
committee
*Perform Site visitations
*Create Needs 
Assessment
*Develop Curriculum 

*Identify Curriculum Writers
*Write using UbD template
*Identify materials to 
pilot/study
*Recommend approval of 
program

*Share pacing guides
*Implement w/Prof 
Development
*Create assessments

*Review implementation
*Examine student data
*Revise assessments
*Extend DI activities  

*Evaluate current program
*Monitor student 
performance
*Research Professional Lit.
*Prepare Stakeholder Survey



Understanding by Design -

The Backward Planning Model

Based on the work of Grant Wiggins and Jay McTighe

Plan Backwards!



What Is UbD?

•Integrating curriculum, instruction, and 
assessment within a unit of study in any discipline

•A unit design template for beginning with the end 
in mind

•A way to enhance meaningful understanding and 
transfer of learning



Three Stages of Backward Design

1. Identify Desired 

Results

What is it that I want the 

students to understand and 

know and be able to do?

2. Determine 

Acceptable Evidence

How will I know that they know 

what I want them to know?

3. Plan Learning 

Experiences

What do I need to do in the 

classroom to prepare them for 

the assessment?



Methacton Planned Course Template



Methacton Sample Planned Course Document



Webb’s Depth of Knowledge



Next Steps….

•Once curriculum is written, resources such as textbook 
and digital components are examined

•Field study or pilot materials, usually in the Fall/Winter 

•Teachers, Curriculum Coordinators, Supervisors, and 
Principals make recommendations using textbook 
evaluation form  (February/March)

•Textbook and resources are on review for public for 30 
days prior to adoption (March/April)

•Budget approval process in June 

• Implementation with Professional Development for staff

•Ongoing evaluation of curriculum with revisions to 
assessments and resources as needed 


